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I understand that Mr. Gokhale accepts that figure, and I know European business men of much experience who do Now I have already said enough to show that the people are piobably paying twenty per cent as interest more than they would pay if they were solvent If so, they are overburdened every year to the extent of a hundred million sterling, or the cost of a South African war eveiy two years
When we get to figuies like that we are beyond our depth, and of course it is only an estimate But it is worth while trying to conceive what an intolerable burden usurious interest on such debt is on agricultural enterpuse, and what the relief would be if the burden were reduced by the demand of reasonable interest To realise at the same time that this relief would be accomplished through the development of self-help and co-operation fills one with enthusiasm Men, whether European or Indian, who are interested in the future of the people, may well give themselves to this endeavour; and if the assistance of a sufficient number of such men can be enlisted, success will unquestionably be attained